
Members of the Central Dauphin Community: 
  
Like us all, we have had some time to reflect upon the unraveling of a school year and the uncertainties 
that the future brings.  It seems that every day brings additional proof that the world is in turmoil.  The 
recent events in our country, including the tragic killing of George Floyd, which have created fear and 
anxiety for many of our fellow citizens, tear at the fabric of our society. 
  
At the same time, we have seen the Central Dauphin community come together to provide aid and 
comfort to families that are hurting.  We have fed thousands of families.  We have provided educational 
access to even more students.  And we have tried to provide a safe place to help families and students 
restore order in their lives. 
  
We are guided by the words of Robert F. Kennedy in Indianapolis on April 4, 1968, the night Dr. King was 
assassinated.  Speaking without notes, he said: 
  

What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is not 
hatred; what we need in the United States is not violence or lawlessness; but love and 
wisdom, and compassion toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still 
suffer within our country, whether they be white or they be black. 

  

So I shall ask you tonight to return home, to say a prayer for the family of Martin Luther 
King, that's true, but more importantly to say a prayer for our own country, which all of us 
love--a prayer for understanding and that compassion of which I spoke. 

  

We can do well in this country. We will have difficult times; we've had difficult times in the 
past; we will have difficult times in the future. It is not the end of violence; it is not the end of 
lawlessness; it is not the end of disorder. 

  

But the vast majority of white people and the vast majority of black people in this country 
want to live together, want to improve the quality of our life, and want justice for all human 
beings who abide in our land. 

  

Let us dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so many years ago: to tame the 
savageness of man and make gentle the life of this world 

  
We have quoted Robert Kennedy because we cannot capture—as well as he did—his stubborn 
unwillingness to surrender to fear, darkness and pain.  But, we share the sentiment. 
  
As we end this most dispiriting of school years, we take heart from the efforts of every one of the 
District’s employees.  We believe that the remedy for the uncertainty that we are all experiencing in 
some measure is to dedicate ourselves to our collective work as a school district to create a better, more 
compassionate, more just world.  
  



We believe that it is our calling as educators to use our professional skills to create a place of peace 
where students in our care can improve the quality of their lives and the lives of their families.  While we 
do not always immediately see the results of our work, every minute of our work spent educating a 
student results in a chance to communicate the greater understanding and wisdom that Senator 
Kennedy identified as the pillars of a better society. 
  
Every day we exist as an educational institution, we meet Senator Kennedy’s challenge to keep alive the 
spirit of love exemplified by Dr. King’s life.  No matter what comes at us in the upcoming months, I know 
we will persevere as a community. 
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